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war with Napoleon in Spain, supported the coalition,
providing, as usual, most of the money.
The great issue was joined at Leipzig in the
tremendous three-days' * Battle of the Nations*
(October i6th-i8th 1813) in which men from every
European people, except the Turks, took part. In
the end Napoleon was wholly defeated, owing
krgely to the exhaustion of his ammunition and to
the defection of the German troops fighting on his
side. As the result of this battle the French were
cleared out of Germany, and the Confederation of
the Rhine was dissolved. Next year (1814), while
the British forced their way from Spain across the
Pyrenees and invaded Southern France, the Russians,
Prussians, and Austrians crossed the Rhine, drove
Napoleon back on to Paris, and compelled him to
abdicate (April nth). He was relegated to the
island of Elba. Next year, while the victorious
Allies were still discussing at Vienna the terms of the
resettlement of Europe, he staged a return. But the
British under Wellington and the Prussians under
Bliicher terminated his 'hundred days' adventure at
Waterloo (June i8th 1815).
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The Prussia which played so prominent a part in
the War of Liberation (1813-15) was a very different
Prussia from that which had been overthrown at
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